
www.EastAuroraBee.com

Log onto
www.EastAuoraBee.com
today, to cast your vote
for next week’s online poll!

EXCLUSIVEEXCLUSIVE

Bee Poll@
Click to vote on this Bee Poll TODAY!

Q
ONLINE
POLL    RESULTS

on
lin

e

Log onto

The East Aurora Bee − Your Community Newspaper − www.EastAuroraBee.com April 22, 2021 5Local News

How to reach The Bee
The East Aurora Bee publishes community news free of charge. Mail items to 

The East Aurora Bee, 5564 Main Street, Buffalo, NY, 14221-5410. Our telephone 
number is (716) 632-4700. Our fax number is (716) 633-8601. Our websites are 
www.BeeNews.com and www.EastAuroraBee.com. The East Aurora Bee Editor 
Kate Pelczynski’s email address is katep@BeeNews.com. Senders should state 
on their contributions whether their email address can be published.

Letters to the Editor are limited to a maximum of 300 words. No unsigned 
letters will be printed. You must supply your name, address and telephone 
number for verification. Authors are limited to one letter every four weeks. 
Letters are subject to editing. Email your Letter to the Editor to the editor’s 
email above or use the form at www.BeeNews.com.

Our deadline is 5 p.m. on the Friday prior to publication.

Founded 1987
Trey Measer, Publisher/President, email: tmeaser@BeeNews.com

Michael A. Measer, Vice President/Circulation Manager,
email: mmeaser@BeeNews.com

Robert E. Kupczyk, Managing Editor, email: bobk@BeeNews.com
Kate Pelczynski, Editor, email: katep@BeeNews.com

Brenda Denk, Advertising Sales Director, email: brendad@BeeNews.com
Karl Scheitheir, Production Manager, email: karls@BeeNews.com
Holly Schiferle, Classified Manager, email: holly@BeeNews.com

Subscribe: www.BeeNews.com & www.EastAuroraBee.com

George J. Measer, Publisher/Founder 1965-1994
(USPS 002-086)  (ISSN 0898-2945)

5564 Main Street, Buffalo, NY 14221-5410

TEL: (716) 632-4700 s FAX: (716) 633-8601
Circulation: (716) 632-1791 s Classified: (716) 632-4712

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
East Aurora Bee, 5564 Main Street, Buffalo, NY 14240-5410

Published every Thursday by Bee Publications Inc.
Periodicals postage paid at Buffalo, NY 14240

©Copyright Bee Publications Inc. 2021. All rights reserved. All advertising, news and
editorial copy, including text, drawings and photographs published, are the property

of Bee Publications Inc. and cannot be used without our written consent.

East Aurora Bee

In Erie County, we continue to make prog-
ress in getting through the COVID-19 
pandemic, and it is encouraging that the 

vaccine is becoming more and more acces-
sible. A large percentage of our population 
is already vaccinated, and it’s cer-
tainly an important piece in get-
ting our lives back on track. How-
ever, during the County Executive’s 
weekly COVID briefing a few weeks 
ago, I was both surprised and frus-
trated to hear him issue a directive 
that someone who hasn’t received a 
vaccine will be unable to attend a 
Bills game this fall.

First and foremost, this discus-
sion is incredibly premature. As 
we’ve seen all along, a pandemic is 
difficult to predict month-to-month. 
There are still many pressing is-
sues facing Erie County residents 
and families. For example, there 
are no clear plans in place for getting stu-
dents back to school in the fall or getting 
struggling businesses back on their feet. 
Making a blanket ruling that only certain 
fans can attend a game – months away from 
the beginning of football season – isn’t a con-
versation we need to have right now. While 
there’s undoubtedly a lot of passion for the 
Bills in Western New York, the preseason 
doesn’t start until August. That leaves an 
entire summer worth of events that need to 
take place first. Government officials should 
not be telling people what they can or can’t 
do months from now when there is no way 
to anticipate the exact circumstances we 

might be in at that point.
Second, it’s unclear whether or not the 

County Executive even has the authority to 
make a ruling like this. Even the Governor’s 
office was caught off guard by his statement 

that only those who are vaccinat-
ed can attend a game. The lack 
of communication between the 
County Executive’s office and his 
partners in government continues 
to be an issue. As Legislators, we 
continue to be kept in the dark 
on many important issues affect-
ing the people of Erie County. I 
will continue my push to roll back 
some of the County Executive’s 
emergency powers, and I hope my 
colleagues will take action in the 
coming weeks. We need to have 
a seat at the table before these 
directives continue to get out of 
hand.

In the meantime, if you’re looking to make 
an appointment for the vaccine or know 
someone who is, you should know there are 
plenty of slots open through Erie County. 
The Legislature also recently approved a 
contract with Buffalo Homecare to bring 
the vaccine to homebound residents. If you 
would like to schedule an appointment, 
please call the COVID-19 hotline at 858-
2929 or visit the county website at www 
.erie.gov.

As always, if you have questions, com-
ments, or concerns regarding a county-re-
lated issue, please reach out to my office at 
858-8922 or Joseph.Lorigo@erie.gov.

Vaccine mandate 
for Bills games premature
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Last week’s question:

You Said:

Do you think 
politicians should have 
their names on signs 
in county parks?

9% YES 91% NO

Will you get 
vaccinated in 
order to attend 
a Bills game? April is Alcohol Awareness Month, 

a national public health awareness 
campaign sponsored by the Nation-

al Council for Alcoholism and Drug De-
pendence. Alcohol Awareness 
Month was created to increase 
awareness and understanding 
of the causes and treatment of 
one of our nation’s top public 
health problems: alcoholism. 

Alcohol is the most used sub-
stance by youth and adults 
in the U.S. According to the 
National Institute of Health’s 
2020 Monitoring the Future 
survey, 55.3% of high school 
seniors used alcohol in the past year. 

Established in 1987, Alcohol Awareness 
Month allows communities to focus on 
spreading awareness and reducing the stig-
ma associated with alcohol addiction. 

ITAC – It Takes A Community drug and 
alcohol prevention coalition – is using this 
awareness campaign to highlight the need 
for education and prevention of underage 
alcohol consumption through a marketing 
campaign and partnering with neighboring 
coalitions, like the Alden Substance Abuse 
Prevention Coalition and FOCUS, For Our 
Community Unity and Support Coalition. 

The campaign will be visible on billboards, 
lawn signs and stickers placed on takeout 
containers. The message is one of “cele-
brating” our communities and sending a 

strong “thank you” message 
for not serving minors during 
the months of June, July and 
August, a season of many cel-
ebrations. This campaign was 
a result of a grant that the 
three coalitions submitted a 
request for and received from 
the Western Regional Addic-
tion Resource Collaborative. 

Our messaging campaign 
supports the Erie County so-

cial host law that Erie County Executive 
Mark C. Poloncarz signed as an amendment 
to local law 2 (2014), the county social host 
law, which now has been strengthened to in-
clude the known abuse of drugs on a proper-
ty as a violation of the law along with known 
underage drinking. The amended law tar-
gets individuals who are 21 years of age or 
older and knowingly allow the consumption 
of alcohol or drugs by a minor in their home 
or other privately owned property. 

Thank you for partnering with us as we 
celebrate you and your part in keeping our 
youth and communities healthy and safe.

Communities preparing 
to celebrate Western New York

In the April 8th edition of The Bee, it was incorrectly stated 
that the splash pad will open at the beginning of June. The 
track at the park will open at the beginning of the season.

Correction

FeedMore WNY announces spring plant sale
FeedMore WNY will hold 

a spring plant sale with the 
option to purchase 10-inch 
hanging baskets, 4.5-inch 
pots and annual flats. Orders 
can be placed online at feed-
morewny.org/plant-sale now 
through Monday, April 26.

New this year, participants 
who place an online order will 
receive a voucher for redemp-
tion at either Lavocat’s Fam-
ily Greenhouse and Nursery, 
8441 County Road, East 
Amherst; or Zittels Country 
Market, 4415 Southwestern 

Blvd., Hamburg. The voucher 
can only be redeemed at the 
specific location for which it 
was purchased. Participants 
can select their plants at Lav-
ocat’s and Zittels from Satur-
day, May 1, through Tuesday, 
June 15.

A portion of the proceeds 
from the plant sale will 
benefit FeedMore WNY as 
it continues to provide nu-
tritious food and support to 
hungry community mem-
bers of all ages throughout 
Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, 

Erie and Niagara counties.
“FeedMore WNY’s plant 

sale is a great way for com-
munity members to sup-
port our neighbors in need 
– and the timing is perfect 
for Mother’s Day and spring 
planting,” said Lisa Wo-
odring, FeedMore WNY 
chief development officer.

For more information, con-
tact FeedMore WNY Spe-
cial Events Manager Marin-
da Frazier at 822-2005, Ext. 
3082, or at mfranzier@feed 
morewny.org.

Local News

Homebound residents
receive vaccinations 

through Buffalo Homecare
Legislator Joe Lorigo recently announced that Erie 

County has entered into a contract with Buffalo Home-
care Inc. to vaccinate the county’s homebound residents. 
The contract will be fully funded by federal dollars with 
no county share expense.

“Our homebound neighbors deserve a fair shot at re-
ceiving the COVID-19 vaccine,” Lorigo said. “If someone 
is unable to leave their home, they shouldn’t have to deal 
with the stress of trying to locate a vaccine or finding a 
way to a site. This contract will help alleviate the bur-
den on homebound residents throughout Erie County, 
and I am proud to support that.”

Located at 490 Delaware Ave., Buffalo Homecare is 
a licensed home-care agency that provides various ser-
vices to homebound residents. They are also a New 
York state-authorized COVID-19 vaccinator.

Anyone with questions should contact the Erie Coun-
ty’s COVID-19 information line at 858-2929.




